)pinio

01.04.09

Sunrise aver the Meadowlands, by Delorte Park in Lyndhurst, looking east towards the Manhattan skyline.

[y ROBERT CEBERIO

N 3009, the New Jersey Meadiontands Com-
I mission celebrates its 40th anniversary - a
timie 1t Jook 10 the Fature while giving a nod io

the

lese ane toaigh economic tmes for the region,
with pobs bleeding and imrstments battered. But

oy

with uncestairty comes appartunity,

| believe that the future 1s bright - especial
future powered by renevwable energy. Thar's
the Meadawlands i doing

lancfills, the Meadowlands has become a place of
possihilities.

The Meadawlands' future is important for all of
narthern New Jersey becanse i is & cracial driver of
the region's economy, The hard pan i o keep that
driver pointed in the right directaor

To succend over the next four decades, we need
to retodl the district. We already have a strong moad

N and rail infmstructure. Over the nex few vears v

need o replace older warehouses with modem fs

" alitics thal are tied 1o ruil lines.

Once theland 2!l & can i atiract the start Green
up companiis Lhat make The nther retooling is to get i on the ground
l:lﬂﬂ!'ld.ﬁ.l].'i, better solar panels or better fioor af what the new Obama sdministration is
the wind tusbines, or the com talking ahout - “green”™ businesses. This i also a

panics that use recycled

Meadowlands materials in their products

critical concept in Governor Cordne’s policies

at the I the Meadowlands, we want to creste blue-collas
has become a \'Et?dlﬁﬂs rfli'ii-tnlE:?Lu :‘fﬁrﬂ-‘:nﬂnﬂﬁﬂlb ones. Imagine |_|;1_:I=I-.f.
nels i furing that takes recycled msterinls
Plﬂ.ﬂ,‘ﬂf be generating pmirom:g-_ and makes products here in the Unitod Stotes
i nevrable energy solsrces, 50 Being six mles from Manhatian, we have the
Pﬂﬂlb]l]tl.ﬂﬁ. “wW““mnfm B M4t tremendoas market i the world for thee
- Yoarll drive down the tiam- busiresses — if we are strabegic in how we grow
pike between exits 15W and As we ndd hotels, convention space and eco

16W, and the solar panels and the wind turbines will
hanve become such a part of e that you won't even
motice them.

By 2044, 1 see this region as a large center for

groen technodogy - green marnifschiring, solar pan-
el, wind pow

fourism nﬂhnllrt:mrs.ﬁw Mendowlands is becom
ing mare of 8 destination itself, with attractions

T/ KEW JERSEY MEADOWLANDS conmssion  that run the gammut from amacing natural re-
sources, 10 the stadizims, wo the shopping and en-
tertainment ai Xansdu, These elements will four
ish more in the docades 1o come

i Emvironmentally, the bigpest challenge i the f
Back then, in my wildest dreams, § could not en- - nancial dificulty of contining to clean up and

A snowy egret at Mill Creek Marsh in Secaucus.

: nd pawer, research and development - a carting waste o 2,000 acres of landfills. Al the ad-  with sensibile lusd-use policics for the mundcipal-
green” Sificon Valley. jacent water and wetlands were ln'.l.l'ﬁt:: to be filled  ties in the H:am-m.ug District
If this spunds ple-in-the-sky, let me offer a it of  with garhage as well. We were st mireg thi

perspective: Wheti | moved to North Ardingion sxa  Fresh Kills of Mosth Jersey. vision that today the garbage trucks would be all close the remaining orphaned landfills, and the cost

teenager in the Sixties, the Meadowlands was liter- In 1569, the state of New Jersey formed the batt gonc and most ol the bandfills would be closed. 10 preserve and restore the masshes. The comemis

illy & dhamyp. There were 3,000 garbage trucks a day - Mendowlands Comméssion to turn back the tide of 1| never would have thought the water would be o has always used its own resources, niot tapay
e solid waste that was engulfing the i —lostop  measurahly cleaner, and the marshes and the onit- e dolkars, 1o addness ervironmertal problems, bat

Robert Cobaria in the snscutive dimcior of the New Jur-  any lrther & 0 of those lany to regulate  ters Bving here would rebound so well money is tight - especially in the current econamy,

sey Masdowlands Commisaion and chean up existing dumps, and o came up Yt that is what has happened. Once the land of Ser MEADOWLANDS P00 0-4

OPINION SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 2000

0-4 THE RECCARD
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From Page 0-1 lands, As things are now, regulators
sometimes woek af cross purposss.

Another challenge for the commission ~ For WE Ire millicns
is nesodving the EnCap sitiabion. We're ol dollars to by the Barpe Club in Carl-
Gghting in court, and discus-  stadi i creaie public boat i
siors, (o get the project back on track.  mmps and and dredge the river to
The commission has slways had a gm-  make sare it's deep enough for ac
ple poal: to close the lan om this cesa, regardless of the tide. The penmitting
plﬂﬁﬂ}'— withaut sticking iowns with  conditions are literally ndding hundreds
the bill - and to create jobs. But the of thousands of dollars to the project
greed of those that bocame imvolved poi- — This is also true for fiood control proj
somed thess intentions before ma-  ects and wetlands restoration. New reg
jor work could even begin. ulsticing are liserally threatening our abil-

We ane not tosee how EnCap ity to nestore wetlands in the distric
went off the mils. We believe our comenis-
siun has @ moral obligation to comrect this Shrw‘f’yuntm
e, That's why we'ne ghting to get the The Meadowlands Commission
project moving sgain — in the rght direc-  wants to simplify the process. We're also
thon. That could mean Iy respon- with stade officials to streamling
sible coming in and ing wp this mess w; rocess in the Meadow-
= o the commission takis the proj- Diistrict. Wie're meeting with busi
ect and doing it curschves, the right way.  ness representatives, local officials and

Wihatever the final cutcome, the others o figure out how to oair
Meadowlands Commission hasare- — own land use reviews, and we've A scene from the Meadowlands in Lyndhurst.

ity b0 these communities and  Bunched an econcmic development

their residents o make sare these bnd-  blog and will follow with other L A )
fills et closed qmpafi[.-. to help people pet the help they need. commodate these emerging tech jes  from an overnl stimulus package, o put-  ing people direction instead of silence.

Another challenge i to help the Asrnrlhn immediate future, we have - from buslding size 1o high-tech n lic warks project, ar what looks to me to. This region will get moving again,
state’s major regulatory agencies find to work hmﬂcrmgdroﬁc imo the The current sense of uncenainty will e the secand coming of the New Deal.  sooner than many pecple think. And the
sensibile ways fo shape growth and emvi- - district by marketing the region better,  diminish over the next six 10 12 naonths It comes down ko giving people a Meadowdands Commission will be here

ronmental clean-aps in the Meadow

and making sure that our regulstions pe-

ns the economy gets some direction -

sense of hope rather than despadr, of giv- %0 do all # can to help



