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The trash baler in

New bidder could put town back in the trash biz

BY MICHAEL LAMENDOLA

Managing Editor

ﬂ%ust a few days after North Arlington
cials thought the chance of the trash
re-opened in the Meaduwlands
new operator at the facility may in

on the way. The New Jersey Meadowlands

baler bei
section

NORTH

ARLINGTON

been a kg economic Iinnu]us fu:etglﬁy bt?:e
in the past, may be announ
crl:g}af the month. ;
NJMC Executive Director Robert Cebe-
rio said the commission had given him
approval to negotiate with Environmental
Logistic Services, a trash disposal
ny out of Bridgewater, which would lease

Commission

(NJMC) announced
last Wednesday that

a move to re-open
the baler, which

compa-

SEE BALER, PAGE AS
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North Arlington,
after two unsuc-
cessful bids to
re-open, may
have an operator
by the end of the
month. The New
Jersey Meadow-
lands Commis-
sion is currently
negotiating a
contract with a
Bridgewater-

L | based trash dis-
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posal company
that could pro-
vide the borough
with host fees
and free trash
dumping.
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Business to get easier for developers

BY MICHAEL LAMENDOLA
Managing Editor

The New Jersey Meadowlands
Commission (NJMC) passed a
series of resolutions last week that
will look to revamp the agency's
relationship with develo
ers and businesses, aul it
current agency regula-
tions and better publicize the
agency‘s pre-application services

ers are not hindered by
Edﬂltlﬂﬂﬂf costs and time.

“These common sense steps
would further the NJMC's ongo-
ing efforts to solicit stakeholder
input in the rule-making process
and assist businesses throughout
the development application
process,” said Lor Gnifa, acting
chair of the NJMC and the state's
Department of Community

irs (DCA). "By taking these
actions, the NJMC can improve
its customer service and better
encourage economic growth
while continuing to protect the
health and safety of the environ-
ment and district residents.”

The resolutions come about a
month after Governor Chris
Christie signed his second execu-
tive order directing state agencies
to strive to reduce processing time
for regulatory approvals, draft all

roposed rules so they impose the
east burden and costs to busi-
nesses and propose rules on
achieving outcomes rather than
on the process of achieving com-
pliance, among many other direc-
tives.

“1 want to emphasize, this is
not about eroding or wearing
away the accomplishments of
what this agency has done in
environmental protection

NJMC

enhancement, period; end of dis-
cussion,” said NJMC Executive
Director Robert Ceberio. “This
does not mean that we will take
the thousands of acres that we
bought and now designate them
and re-zone them as development
sites. That's not what the
municipalities want, that's
not what the gﬂ le want
and that's not what the seveinp-
ment community wants.”

One resolution passed last
week authorizes the NJMC staff
to identify any regulations and
processes that impede economic
development in the region within
180 day&

gﬁfe one example of a
regulaunn at may hinder small
businesses from rooting them-
selves in tl;p Mun:ja!icrwlam:l_s or
even expanding their operations:
The Mgaduwlgnds Transporta-
tion Planning District fees. Under
the 2007 Meadowlands District
Transportation Plan, future devel-
opments from its enactment have
been assessed a fee commensu-
rate with its impact on the region-
al transportation system. The fee
is devised by a complex formula

that multiplies trip generation
rates by vehicle miles of travel and
factors and rates.

“Smaller business in New Jer- with

sey is the backbone of our econ-
omy, whether we like it or not. If
you put a 50,000 square foot addi-
tion onto you warehouse and
that's the only warehouse you
own, will you really be in a posi-
tion to pay a $150,000 or
$200,000 mto the fund? Is that
fee hurting small businesses? We
are not doing away with it, but
maybe we need to be smarter with
the regulation,” said Ceberio.

Ceberio also attributed regula-
tions that may be redundant of
those of other state agencies
where developers. or businesses
must abide essentially by the same

rule, but under two authorities, m

such as the NJMC and New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP).

“We have ideriliﬁed t]hi;e are
parts In our regulations that are
duplicative of what someone has
to do already for DEP. Why are
we asking them to do it again?
We have adopted our stonm water
management regs, the state storm
water management regs and we
will continue to honor that,” said
Ceberio. “Why can’t a develo mpc
just say ‘T've received approval by
DEP, here Meadowlands Com-
mission’ instead of having our
staff calculating it, telling them
you have to do tl'us this and this
and all of a sudden, they have to
E:t approval from DEP that may

e different? If's mixed signals.”

Another resolution authorizes
the NJMC to publicize the avail-
ability of pre-application meetings
and the agency's ZOD (zoning
officer of the day) dpmfomm Serv-
ices available to pers and
businesses who before submitting
an a]:ﬁijcatiun can sit and meet

MC to get a better idea
of which direction their applica-
tion should be headed. The ZOD
designates a member of the land
use and management division to
respond to any phone calls, e-
mails, faxes and walk-in inquiries
from the business community
related to permitted land uses,
planning, redevelopment and
application procedures.

“There are some applications
that come in where architects,

engineers and attormeys have pre-
determined that this is the
way to go and it may require 16
variances,” said Ceberio. “When
lh:]v get here, what my staff nor-
ly does, they will say, ‘if you
shift the building over one foot,
you can eliminate eight varances'.
We want everyone to know, we
want Blf:;gim in m it
ution e
board establishes a tory
advisory group for each rule-mak-
ing that may include a member of
COMMErce, lqcaiﬂcmguﬁcnmj
groups, municipal officials an
other knowledgeable people
called upon by the NJMC staff
who may have specialized knowl-
edge regarding the subject rule.
In a statement, Meadowlands
jonal Chamber of Commerce
0 Jim Kirkos said that
although his organization has col-
laborated successfully with the
NJMC on such issues as bolster-
ing renewable energy, transporta-
tion initiatives and eco-tourism,
much more needs to be done and
there are still issues facing the
region as economic development

has been “stagnant.”
e Meadowlands Regional
E&lmnbﬂ ds the NJMC for
realities of today’s
economy and for taking action
that is consistent with the focus of

our new governor,” said Kirkos,
“Reviewing regulations, stream-
lining the permitting process and
understanding how best to work
with the business owners and
developers will help reduce costs
and restore Lf}:ﬁ&‘v:hl:tﬁ.b1I113,r und
confidence in the permit process.”

E-mail:
lamendola@northfersey.com
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the baler site and in turn, accord-
ing to Ceberio, offer free garhagc
disposal to the borough and pro-

est vide a host community fee, if nego-

tiations go as planned. The host fee
would be 52 per ton of trash taken
in at the baler with a volume based
increase to $2.50 per ton if the ton-
nage exceeds 1,000 tons taken in
each day.

The baler, which was previously
leased by Waste Management, has
been closed since December 2008
in anticipation of EnCap affiliate
Cherokee Investment Partner's
housing ject in the
Meadowlands. The NJMC has sent
out bid proposals twice with only
one company, Serve All, Inc. of
Newark, responding in both
rounds. In both cases, the latest

ing on Feb. 19, the NJ]MC
rejected Serve All's bid proposal
because it did not meet a number of
specifications outlined in the bid
package.

In a letter sent to Serve All on
Feb. 22, NJMC Director of Solid
Waste Thomas Maturano noted
the deficiencies, first, that the Serve
All bid stated that the NJ]MC would
be responsible for state compliance
with NJDEP and state building

codes prior to tion, while the
solicitation requires the chosen bid-
der to make the . Ceberio
said a new sprinkler system and

changes to the air infiltration sys-
tem are needed, at the cost of §1
million. Maturano also noted in the
et bt
changing the host community ben-
eﬁtcﬁsﬁm to only include a g&r
ton payment for “acceptable
waste”, o deficiencies cited by
Debu'iuincludelti:l Serve 4;,1; wanting
to operite 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, which is prohibited
under the NJMC’s permit of the
fan and the company wanted to
owed to bring in hazardous
waste to the site, also not allowed
under the permit. Brian Aberback,
a spokesman for the NJMC, also
noted that Serve All failed to make
menrf:'et:!n dt:lina‘guwing North Aring-
tom ing, an & imate-
ly $600,000 annual S&Wﬂ the
borough.
“We can enter into negotiations
for leasing the facility with any
interested party,” said Ceberio, "We

thought for transparency sake, we
wmx.l%h g0 out to bid twice.”

Ceberio said Environmental

suchSEr]:iLgs ncli'::ér bid u?.;l the
t, but had picked u two
ckets in both mun£ ul'sullc
Hﬂlmns Ceberio said th
called after Friday's rejec bid of
Serve All and said they were inter-
ested in negotiating an a ent.
He called Environment
Services “highly qualified” and is
expected to have a contract pre-
ed for a vote by the commission

j late next month. He also men-
tioned they would exgm the
garbage brought into the facility by
rail cars and not tractor trailers, as
was done by Waste Management.

“This is great news for the bor-
ough of North The Com-
missinnmrkedvc?'lwd to find a
qualified operator for this facility,
which was not easy in this econo-
my,” said NJMC Commissioner
James Bocchino, who lives in
North Arlington. “This agreement
will be a big help to the borough
with host community fees and free
dumping, while also Ing res-
idents’ quality of life. The bottom
line-it's & good day for North
Arlington."

Under the former operator,
Waste Management, North Arding-
ton not anly received free dumping,
which it now pays about $75 a ton
to dump out of town, but a flat $1
million annual host fee from the
company.

The NIMC compensated North
Ardington with $800,000 in Decem-
ber 2008 for its lost host fees and
dumping for the first six months of
2009. North Ardington . then
received in July last year $550,000
from American Home Assurance,
the arm of insurance giant AIG that
EnCap had taken out a $148 mil-
lion performance bond with for
Cherokee's failure to fulfill its obli-
gations in the community.

North Arlington Councilman
Steve Tanelli, al enthusiastic
about the prospective of a new
operator at the baler, said he still
has concerns that not all the bid
specifications will be met, but he is
hopeful the NJMC sticks to its guns
on the financial stipulations denot-
ing the free dumping and host fees.

E-mail:
lamendola@northiersev.com



