Meadowlands new hot spot for butterflies
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LYNDHURST - The Eastern Tiger Swal-
lowtail was the first one spotted Sunday mom-
ing.

Then came the Broad-winged Skipper, fol-
lowed b;g'lE Pearl Crescent and the somewhat

Soon, nine more butterfly
identified by some of the 270 or so
descended on DeKorte Park for
first festival on all thin hmterﬂy

As the Mfmluwlands continues to sl
emerge from decades of industrial -
legal dumping and the Im:lﬁlls, it
has tn again attract

i g birds to unymustacuns mtegrallu
the food chain. Add butterflies to the list.
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“They take a hit on the chin with habitat de-
struction,” said Don Torino of Bergen Coun-
ty Audubon, who was manning a booth on
how to attract butterflies to backyard gardens.

'Thqr]i]-:: open meadows. We like them,
m’fm@d things on them. But that’s

% at the state Meadowlands Com-
mission want the area to become a hot spot for
butterflies much like parts of the Hi ds
and South Jersey where hobbyists descend
from late spring to late summer to catch a
glm_l'_lﬁseat nature’s prettiest insect.

e commission recently published a free
hlrttﬁzﬂ g:)ufd;l;uﬂm Meadowlands with col-
or photos most prevalent species.

On Sunday, small groups roamed around a
butterfly garden named after Jill Ann
Ziemkiewicz, a Rutherford resident who died

in the crash of TWA Flight 800 off the coast
of Long Island in 1996,
Butterflies sipped nectar from coneflowers,

bachelor buttons and black-eyed Susans.
took pic- |8

Some of the more dichard hobbyists
tures with trumpet-sized telephoto lenses,
They learned about

not as well as bees. are a food source
for birds. And they are an environmental

Eﬁhmttrﬂiaam around, something right is

going on in that area,” said Glenn Mahler,
r of the North American Butterfly As-

sociation, who was giving tours Sunday.

Torino loves butterflies so much, he has a
few tattooed on his forearms.

“Who doesn't love them?” he said. “They're
a great part of nature."

' contributions i
to the ecosystem. Thev pollinate plants, but |
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An American Lady butterfly dazzling spectators at DeKorte
Park. The Meadowlands is emerging from years of neglect
and attracting a variety of wildlife, including butterflies.



