SOLAR ENERGY

Landfill to
become
solar
farm
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Besides benefitting PSEG with
a renewable energy source to feed
to customers through its grid, the
NIMC would receive a lease
ment from the utility, which
in turn be distributed on an annu-
al basis to district municipalities in
the form of The lease pay-
ments be fed into I.I:nvn
Meadowlands Renewable Energy
Fund (MREF), a program that
would continue the previously
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district municipalities in its five-
year tenure that ended in 2008,
Unlike MAP however, where the
grants could be used for an array
of municipal upgrades (street
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curb and sidewalk
replacements, ball field improve-
ments), the MREF allocations
would only enable a municipality
to use ing for select sus-
tain i e energy and
energy conservation projects.
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need to absorb all costs of the proj-
ect, including procuring and
installing the solar panels, inter-
connecting to the grid and the
space allotted on the landfill will be
leased “as is", attributing factors
such as landfill settling in the fiture
that PSEG will need to adjust for.
Ceberio said it's too early in the

process to determine a lease
amount for the but it
would be based on a formula coin-

ciding with current energy rates. police

something closer to $1.4 million so
each of the district municipalities
could receive $100,000 annually,
as was the case most often under

MAP.

Rutherford Ma @ Hipp
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extensively to explore all alterna-
tives of sustainability and a grant
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make those initiatives happen is
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“Rutherford is proud to be one i

of 34 communities that received
certification by Sustainable Jersey
:;llvgtrymrandwabdimmﬂlisparﬁc—
program, its ability to provide
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programs fits very nice
i e o
ction in this region,” sai
Hipp. “We applaud the commis-
sion and for bringing this
about”

The concept of the PSEG-run -

solar farm is the latest in initiatives

last year, the NJMC has already put into

grant

public utilities to construct a solar
array on the 1A landfill in Kearny
that would generate approximate-
ly three megawatts of power. That
project is in contract negotiations
TOW.
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